IN THE ZONE       Part #4        “Game Day”       IN THE ZONE OF ADVENTURE
                                                 1 Samuel 17:45-50                                        …..Rev. Doug Johns
Intro:  “let’s get ready to rumblllllle!”… a new champion – a courageous kid from Canaan: David
Weapons belonging to two totally different realms…. Irony that a sling, stone and Goliath’s own sword become the Giant’s doom

Lesson #1: WEAR THE TEAM COLOURS PROUDLY
Vs. 45=David comes in the name of the Lord of Hosts/Armies (vs. 43=Goliath curses David by his gods) ie: ancient world-view that human battles parallel the deities at war (like Elijah on Mt. Carmel)… David’s logic = if gods are at war, is it not more about their strength than how the human warrior is dressed! – therefore,  David is confident! He boasts in Yaweh’s abilities. – so, “the Battle belongs to the Lord!” *** see Joshua 1:6-9; 1 Samuel 17:37, 47: 2 Chronicles 32:7,8
Lesson #2: APPROACH THE COMPETITION CONFIDENTLY
Vs. 46, 47 = David’s character strength of interrelated traits: FAITH + COURAGE + VISION

· David was able to see what Saul & the Israelites couldn’t (blasphemy not intimidation)

· David moves from “pasture to palace” (Psalm 78:70,71)  one obedient step at a time!

· Eg: driving at night with headlights: keep driving to keep seeing

· These traits begin on the inside, in the heart

Lesson #3: ACTIVATE THE GAME PLAN TO COMPLETION
Vs. 48-50 = David moves from hype to making history   Eg: Ron Ellis “Over the Boards”

· time to play the game and live a life in the adventure zone and take courage from your back pocket and into your real life battles  - eg; story of Martin Luther’s depression: Has God died?... Of course not! ....  Then act like it!
· Theodore Roosevelt = “Far better is it to dare mighty things, to win glorious triumphs, even though checkered by failure, than to rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because they live in the gray twilight that knows not victory or defeat.”
